Breaking The Code on
BIG MEXICAN BASS
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of years ago, and in my journal notes
for the day [ called him a *well pressod
professional” My admiration for him
and his sweet wife Wendy has done
nothing but incresse since then, but
his experience and knowledge of bass
behavior was about to be put to the
test, The larger bass hadn't really
tuned on the weelk of our arrival.

This was Warne's first trip to Mexico,
and on our first morning on Kl Salto he
allowed our very capable guide, Osear,
to lead us to the fish, We caught huge
numbers of one to three-pound bass, but
the larger fish eluded us.

After a couple of hours of quick
action on smaller fish, Warne turned to
me and said, *I don't know, but I think
we need to be tishing a lot deeper for
the bigger bass,” Since Warnes
Spanish voecabulary could be counted
on one hand, [ explained to Oscar what
kind of water we wanted to fish,

Oscar responded by taking us tp
several outside points full of structure,
trees and brugh; water depths were
hetween (15 and 25 feat, sometimes
even approaching 30,

Warne quickly changed baits and
began throwing a  deep-diving
Chartreuse crankbait. 1 chose a T-inch
worm in a Tequila Sunrise color
Within an hour, we began catching
bass that averaged 5 pounds, Our
guide, tthlEll ph!u:-iud. seemed aur-
prized we found such quality fish in
the area,

Back at the lodge, a fo'w other
anglers wondered where the big fish
were. When we explained what we
were doing, up to seven other boats
showed up on the same deeper points.
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Warne, in the course of a single morn-
ing, had broken the early December
eade on larger El Salto bass,

The rest of our time on El Salto, we
comecentrated on desper pui:ﬂﬁ astrewn
with bass-holding stracture, and
caught dozens of fish over 7 pounds and
one bhasz that tipped the seales at 10064,

The cover shot for this issue was
taken on our final moerning. The two
fish shown were caught as a *double”
one on & 2enko and the other on a
topwater bait, Both were taken in 20
feet of water.

“This has got to be the finest big
bass lake in the world,” said Warne of

his El Salto experience. “How could it
get any better than this?

Aguamilpa
After a quick trip to Tepie, the sec-
ond part of our journey Imgall with
Billy Chapman Sr. on Aguamilpa. This
leke, which we reported on last issue,
i a beautiful lake: large, deep and
inviting. It is completely different than
El Saltu from the terrain to the fishing,
*Thiz lake reminds me of many of
our Western lakes.” said Warne. “It's
much deeper than El Salte, and with
cliffs, humps, rock piles, and several
river channels, it should set up the




same as a Lake Mead.”

Aguamilpa dido’t guite set up like
Lalke Mead beeause the water was not a3
clear, but its depth and some of 1ts strue-
ture was cloze. In the areas we fizhed,
runoff, that had taken the lake to almost
80 percent capacity, left very fertils off-col-
ored water absolutely brimming with
hass, lmn.tlsh_ and Lllapm

Once again, Warne went to work ana-
Iyzing which areas would hold fish, When
-".1t1.a|‘0 pur guide, took us to a small island
to fish, we struggled to catch even a zingle
bass. “Would vou mind if we fish the wind-
blown side of the 1sland,” Warne asked?
“The fish showld be there”

From the first cast after moving tothe
other side, we both began catching bass —
healthy bass — averaging close to 3
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